
University of North Texas
Christianity and Philosophy: PHIL 3500

Fall 2021

Professor: Dr. Terra Schwerin Rowe  
Email: terra.rowe@unt.edu  
Time: T, R, 2-3:20
Location: ENV 120
Office Hours: 3:20- 4:30, TR (or by appointment. Please consider requesting an outdoor 

or Zoom meeting) 
Office: ENV 310 M 

I. Rationale and course outline:  

While many current Christians might echo the sentiment of early church theologian Tertullian (c. 
155-220 CE) who famously quipped, “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem?,” many Western 
moderns—influenced by modern dualistic concepts of religion and secularism— might similarly 
question what philosophy has to do with Christianity. Both questions seem to imply that if and 
where the two have crossed paths the integrity of one or the other has been compromised. 
However, a broader historical perspective will reveal that the relationship between Christianity 
and philosophy has been more complex—and more interesting—than what any simple 
conclusion can account for. 

This course will seek such a broader historical perspective, tracing the complex 
interactions and influences between philosophy and Christianity. Our readings and discussion 
will take the following trajectory: after some introduction to the Christian tradition and broad 
characterizations of the relations between reason and revelation, interactions with philosophy, 
and an introduction to early Christian views on the use of reason and interpretation of scripture, 
we will focus on four key themes of the Christian tradition that continue to have an impact on 
Western culture—both religious and secular—today: the doctrine of creation, philosophical and 
Christian views of the soul, and the doctrine of the Trinity. In all four units we will begin with 
some ancient Christian and philosophical sources, examining their complex influences and 
interactions. Each unit will also provide an opportunity to engage more current philosophical 
sources that call for critical analysis of the continuing impact of this Christian-philosophical 
trajectory on current views of either nature, gender, embodiment/materiality, political power, and 
human subjectivity.  

II. Course Outcomes:  

By the end of the course students should be able to: 
• Identify key characteristics and contributions of ancient Greco-Roman philosophical traditions 

on Western thought and Christianity.
• Identify key characteristics and contributions of Christian doctrine and individual theologians 

for the development of Western thought (secular and religious). 
• Critically analyze the impact of Western philosophy and Christian thought on current day 

conceptions of the human subject, women, the natural/material world, and political power.
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• Demonstrate the ability to find academically accountable and reliable sources for research on 
Christianity and 

• Construct an original thesis based on this research.

III. Format and Procedures:  

This class will emphasize close readings of primary and secondary sources and class discussion 
of those sources. While some days will feature lectures to provide background information about 
the readings, the goal for most days will be to focus on active engagement with assigned 
readings and classroom colleagues. Therefore, consistent participation and engagement during 
class time will be required. In the interest of achieving this goal, part of your final grade will 
reflect your leadership in class discussion and analysis of the assigned texts. Beyond this 
assignment, each day you should expect to do more than just show up for class. Be prepared to 
be an active participant in class (having completed readings, reflected on them with critical 
thinking skills and finished any reading reflection assignments), contribute to class discussion, 
take notes during class, and bring appropriate materials (especially the assigned readings and 
notes on the reading) to class.

V. Course Requirements: 

1. Class attendance and participation policy:  
Given the importance of class participation, on time attendance each week is 

mandatory and unexcused absences will reduce your participation grade. Students are 
allowed two unexcused absences (see statement below in case of illness or special 
vulnerability to COVID). Anything beyond this will result in a 5% deduction in 
participation grade for each missed class (for example: 3 missed classes will reduce 
participation grade by 5%, 4 missed classes will reduce it by 10%, 5 classes: 15%, etc.) 
Excessive tardiness will similarly affect your grade. 

More than physically being present, class participation entails: 
1. coming to class having read the assigned readings and any other assignments 

completed.
2. critical reflection on the text.
3. bringing the assigned reading and notes to class every day.
4. taking notes in class on lectures and class discussion.
5. contributing to class discussion with your observations and opinions on the 

topic being discussed.
*An unexcused absence is 1) when you don’t show up in class without first 
communicating with the instructor and/or 2) don’t have an acceptable 
reason for missing class (even if you first communicate with the 
instructor). If you are experiencing COVID related symptoms you are encouraged 
to stay home and your absence will be marked as excused, but this still must be 
communicated with the instructor in a timely fashion.  
* If a student misses a class (whether it is an excused or unexcused absence) that 
student is responsible for class content, assignments missed, and 
upcoming due dates. Any time a class is missed the student is responsible 
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for arranging with a classmate to take good notes and notifying of 
upcoming due dates and announcements.
*Exceptions will only be made for emergency situations. In all cases, timely 
communication with your professor is key. 

Face coverings: UNT encourages everyone to wear a face covering when indoors, regardless of 
vaccination status, to protect yourself and others from COVID infection, as 
recommended by current CDC guidelines.  Face covering guidelines could change based 
on community health conditions.

In case of illness:  
  If you are ill or experiencing COVID symptoms, please stay home! If you are   
 particularly vulnerable to an adverse or extreme reaction to COVID please talk to the   
 professor about your needs. If you feel uncomfortable being in class because of COVID   
 risk factors, please talk to your professor as soon as possible.  
  Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by the  
 attendance policy established for the course. It is important that you communicate with   
 the professor and the instructional team prior to being absent, so you, the professor, and   
 the instructional team can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your    
 attainment of course learning goals. Please inform the professor and instructional team if   
 you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health   
 and safety of everyone in our community.  
  If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19      
 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please   
 seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or   
 askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT   
 also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Team at COVID@unt.edu for guidance on   
 actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. 

Course Materials for Remote Instruction 
  Remote instruction may be necessary if community health conditions change or   
 you need to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19. You will need access to a   
 webcam and microphone to participate in fully remote portions of the class. Information   
 on how to be successful in a remote learning environment can be found at     
 https://online.unt.edu/learn 

Cell phone policy:  Cell phones must be on silent or vibrate mode during class. Calls or texting 
are not appropriate during class. If an emergency situation arises, communicate this with  
your instructor and step outside the classroom. 

Computer policy:  Computer and internet use should aid participation in class. If their use 
becomes a distraction from class for you or your classmates this will affect your 
participation grade and you may be asked to leave these devises outside the classroom.

2. Course readings:  
 (a) Required texts (for purchase at college book store): 
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Allen and Springsted, Philosophy for Understanding Theology, Second Edition
(b) Other essays and book chapters will be posted on Canvas or on library reserve

3. Final Grade Composition:
Final grades will consist of the following: 
  Class participation 15%

(including attendance and periodic reading responses, 
See grading rubric at end of this document for class 
participation grading)

  Small Group Presentation and class discussion  25%
  Midterm take home exam 25%
  Final essay 35%

4.  Assignment Descriptions:
Small Group Presentations

• Each student will be part of a small group responsible for introducing readings 
for the day and leading discussion.
• This will include a presentation of important background information about 

the author of the text and the subject of the text. 
• The presentation should also include a brief statement of the main argument 

or key contribution of the reading
• Presentations and discussion should be between 10 and 20 min—more time 

will be allowed if conversation is flowing, focused, and productive 
• Presentations should include at least one visual element (video content 

should be 5 min or less)
• The focus of the presentation should be on facilitating and sparking 

conversation about the texts. You might consider:
• Inviting critical analysis of the argument
• Application of the topic or argument to a concrete issue or current event
• Analysis of the kinds of sources the author is using and how they are 

using them
• Setting up a debate on a relevant question or ethical concern

Final paper
• Choose one of the topics or themes we’ve covered in class: creation, the soul (or 

human anthropology/subjectivity/selfhood), or the Trinity (other topics may be 
acceptable, but will need instructor pre-approval). 

• Construct a thesis statement and write a 4-5 page paper analyzing the engagement 
of Christian and philosophical thought on this topic. 

• The argument must be supported by ample evidence from scholarly sources (at 
least 3 sources: journal articles, books from academic publishers—no websites, 
popular culture books or magazines). These may include sources used as assigned 
readings in class. 

• The thesis statement and bibliography should be approved by the professor by 
10/28
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V. Grading Policies and Procedures 
Grading rubrics will be used to evaluate class participation and assignments.

GRADING SYSTEM: 

  
LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 
  All work is expected to be submitted by the designated due date. Late assignments will be docked 5% for 
each day late (2 days late: 10% deduction, 3 days late: 15% deduction, etc.) Therefore, late assignments should be 
emailed to the instructor as soon as they are completed in order to avoid further grade penalty. 
  * As with attendance, exceptions will only be made for emergency situations. In all cases, timely 
communication with your instructor is key.

VI. Academic Integrity
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. Additionally, the 
incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. 

According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: 
a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations;  
b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing 

reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments;  
c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member 

of the university;  
d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express 

permission from the instructor(s); or  
e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage.  

The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to:  
a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another 

person without full and clear acknowledgment; and  
b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in 

the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

VII. Acceptable Student Behavior 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn 
is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of 
Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's 
expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://deanofstudents.unt.edu. 

VIII. Accommodations for students with disabilities (ADA statement) 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided 
as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter 
of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation 

A 90-100 %
B 80-89 %
C 70-79 %
D 60-69%
F 0-59%
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in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office 
hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of 
Disability Access website at https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access. You may also contact ODA by 
phone at (940) 565-4323. 

IX.  Inclusivity, chosen names, and pronouns
UNT students represent a variety of backgrounds and perspectives. The professor is committed to providing 

an atmosphere for learning that respects diversity. Therefore, a portion of the student’s participation grade will 
reflect their ability to:

• share their unique experiences, values and beliefs
• be open to the views of others 
• honor the uniqueness of their colleagues
• value each other’s opinions and communicate in a respectful manner
• keep confidential discussions that the community has of a personal nature  

Chosen Names 
 A chosen name is a name that a person goes by that may or may not match their legal name. If you have a 
chosen name that is different from your legal name and would like that to be used in class, please let the instructor 
know.  

Pronouns 

 Pronouns (she/her, they/them, he/him, etc.) are a public way for people to address you, much like your 
name, and can be shared with a name when making an introduction, both virtually and in-person. Just as we ask and 
don’t assume someone’s name, we should also ask and not assume someone’s pronouns. You can add your pronouns 
to your Canvas account so that they follow your name when posting to discussion boards, submitting assignments, 
etc. 

X. Retention of Student Records 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records 
such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for 
at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard online system, 
including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have 
a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other 
individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those 
mandates at the following link: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html 

XI. Succeed at UNT 
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and 
grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. Here’s how to succeed 
at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay focused. To learn more about campus 
resources and information on how you can achieve success, go http://success.unt.edu/. 

XII. Student Evaluation of Teaching (SETE) 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The Student Evaluation of 
Teaching (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available at the 
end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. 
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XIII. Course Schedule 
(May change to accommodate guest presenters, weather events & student needs)

Week / Date Theme            Readings to be discussed    Assignment due
Week 1 

(8/23-27)
class 1

Introductions Introductions to one another and the 
theme of the course including an 
overview of the syllabus

Unit 1: Intro to Christianity 
and its relation to Greek 
thought

Week 1 

class 2

Early Christianity intro McGrath, Christian History (1-23) • Review syllabus, 
come with 
questions of 
clarification

Week 2 
(8/30-9/3)

class 3

Reason and Revelation: 
Natural and revealed 
knowledge of God 

McGrath, “Knowledge of God: 
Natural and Revealed,” Christian 
Theology (135-151)

Week 2 

class 4

Reason and Revelation: 
How early Christians read 
scripture in relation to 
reason 

• Ehrman,  
• “Text and Meaning: The 

Interpretation of Scripture in 
Early Christianity,” (373-375) 

• Origen On First Principles 
(excerpts), (394-405)

Week 3 
(9/6-10)
class 5

Philosophy and Theology, 
an Introduction 

McGrath, “Philosophy and 
Theology: Dialogue and Debate,” 
Christian Theology (152–171)

Week 3 

class 6 

Apologists: Early 
Christians engage Pagan 
culture and Greco-Roman 
thought as defense  

Ehrman,  
• “The Defense of Christianity: 

Pagan Antagonists and Christian 
Apologists” (56-58) 

• Antagonists:  
• Celsus, “The True 

Word,” (62-69) 
• Apologists:  

• Origen, “Against 
Celsus” (99-110)

Week 4 
(9/13-17) 

Class 7 

Apologists (cont'd) Ehrman:  
• Antagonists:  

• Porphry, Against the Christians 
(Fragments) (69-73) 

• Apologists:  
• Justin Martyr, excerpts from his 

First Apology (74-81) 
• Tertullian: Apology (92-99) 
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Unit 2: Creation

Week 4 
Class 8

Christian doctrine of 
creation

• McGrath, Christian Theology 
(215-222) 

• Genesis 1-3 (NRSV) 

Week 5 
(9/20-24) 
Class 9

Plato and doctrines of 
creation

Allen and Springsted, ch. 1 (1-20)

Week 5 
Class 10 

Judeo-Christian creation 
story and Plato on creation

• Timaeus, 27-53 

Week 6 
(9/27-10/1) 

class 11

Philo of Alexandria 
merging the Platonic and 
Genesis traditions

• Philo, On Creation (selections) 
• Allen and Springsted, intro to Philo 
46-49

Week 6 
class 12

Christian tradition and 
creation care concerns

• Lynn White Jr, “The Historical 
Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis,” 

Week 7 
(10/4-10/8) 

class 13

Reanalyzing Christian 
influences on 
environmental concerns

Peter Harrison, “Subduing the Earth: 
Genesis 1, Early Modern Science, 
and the Exploitation of Nature” 

Unit 3: The body and the 
soul

Week 7 
class 14

The world is not our  
home (?)

Allen and Springsted, ch. 2 

Week 8 
(10/11-10/15) 

class 15

A body/spirit dualism? Bratcher, “The Meaning of Sarx 
(‘Flesh’) in Paul’s Letters”

Week 8 
class 16

Plato on the soul • Plato, Phaedo, selections

Week 9 
(10/18-10/22) 

class 17

Gregory of Nyssa (on 
Plato) on the soul

• Gregory of Nyssa, On the Soul and 
Resurrection (selections)

Midterm take home 
exam due

Week 9 
class 18 

Plotinus, neoplatonism, 
logos, Augustine

• Allen and Springsted, (49-58) 
• Plotinus, selections from Enneads

Week 10 
(10/25-10/29) 

class 19

Augustine on the soul • Augustine, The Greatness of the 
Soul (selections)   
• Allen and Springsted, (61-62)
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Week 10 
Class 20

Augustine on the soul and 
the modern self 

Cary, “Philosophical and Religious 
Origins of the Private Inner Self” 

Working thesis and 
bibliography for final 
paper due 

Week 11 
(11/1-11/5) 

class 21

Feminist critique of the 
Platonic/Judeo-Christian 
tradition of the immortality 
of the soul

Val Plumwood, Feminism and the 
Mastery of Nature (69-80, 88-103)

Week 11 
class 22

Environmental ethics 
implications of immortality 
of the soul or resurrection 

Murphy, “Immortality versus 
resurrection in the Christian 
tradition” 

Week 12 
(11/8-12) 
class 23

Race, the body and the soul Brown Douglas, “A Platonized 
Tradition” 

Week 12 
class 24

Race, the body, the soul 
and incarnation 

Brown Douglas, “A Heretical 
Tradition” 

Unit 4: Trinity

Week 13 
(11/15-19) 

class 25

Doctrine of the Trinity, 
intro

McGrath, Christian Theology 
(299-306, 311-318)

Week 13 
class 26

Aristotle, Substance and Its 
Predicates  

• Allen and Springsted, ch. 4 (65-71)  
• Categories (selections) 
• The Unmoved Mover (excerpts)

Week 14 
(11/23-24) 

class 27

Augustine on the Trinity • Allen and Springsted, ch. 4 (72-76) 
• Augustine, On the Trinity 

(selections) 

11/26-27 Thanksgiving Break

Week 15 
(11/29-12/2) 

class 28

Current issues: Trinity, 
Gender, Sociality and 
Politics

Guthrie (73-76, 88-95) 

Week 15 
class 29

Current issues (cont’d) Moltmann, Trinity and the Kingdom 
(191-202)

Dec 6-10 Finals week Final paper due to 
Canvas by midnight on 
12/ 8
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Class Participation Evaluation Rubric

Adapted from Mark A. Maddix, “Generating and Facilitating Effective Online Discussion,” in Best Practices of Online Education 
(ed. Mark A. Maddix, James R. Estep, and Mary E. Lowe; Charlotte, N.C.: Information Age Publishing, 2012), p. 11

Group Presentation and Discussion Rubric

10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 points 2–—-1  
point

The student 
participates in the 
discussion in 
timely and 
substantive ways

The student 
participates in class 
discussion every 
day with comments 
that are on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way to 
the conversation

The student 
participates in class 
discussion most 
days with 
comments that are 
on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way to 
the conversation.

The student 
participates in class 
discussion less than 
half the time with 
comments that are 
on task and 
contribute in a 
substantive way to 
the conversation

The student 
participates in 
class discussion 
rarely with a 
comment that is on 
task and 
contributes in a 
substantive way to 
the conversation

The student does 
not participate or 
is not on task

In class discussions 
and writing 
responses the 
student 
demonstrates a 
substantial 
knowledge base 
from the assigned 
readings, 
presentations, and 
course content

The student’s 
contributions to 
discussions are 
clearly built on 
familiarity with 
and comprehension 
of assigned 
materials 
displaying higher 
levels of learning 
(analysis, 
synthesis)

The student’s 
comments are 
clearly built on 
familiarity with 
assigned materials 
but comprehension 
is slightly limited

The student’s 
comments are 
clearly built on 
some familiarity 
with assigned 
materials but 
comprehension is 
limited

The student’s 
comments are built 
on varying degrees 
of familiarity with 
assigned material 
and 
comprehension is 
quite limited

The student’s 
comments 
demonstrate a lack 
of familiarity with 
assigned materials 
and  
comprehension is 
severely limited

In class discussions 
the student 
demonstrates 
respect for 
different opinions 
and an engaged 
attitude

The student always 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/invited 
guests and 
consistently 
maintains an 
engaged attitude 

Most of the time 
the student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/
classmates/ invited 
guests and is 
engaged the 
majority of the 
time

About half of the 
time the student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/ invited 
guests and is 
engaged some of the 
time, but may be 
distracted by phone 
or internet use

Less than half the 
time the student 
demonstrates 
respect toward 
instructor/ 
classmates/ invited 
guests, is generally 
not engaged, and 
may be distracted 
by phone or 
internet use

The student has 
failed to 
demonstrate 
respect toward 
instructor/
classmates/ 
invited guests, is 
generally not 
engaged, and/or is 
consistently 
distracted by 
phone or computer 
us

Reading reflections 
and response 
entries are on 
topic, creative, 
substantive, and 
make clear 
reference to the 
text

Reading reflections 
and response 
entries are on 
topic, creative, 
substantive, and 
make clear 
reference to the 
text

Reading reflection 
and response entries 
are minimalistic not 
on topic, or lack 
reference to the text

Some missing 
entries

10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 points 2–—-1  
point

The presentation 
briefly (2-3 
sentences) and 
accurately outlines 
the main project 
and/or argument 
of the text 

The presentation 
briefly (2-3 
sentences) and 
accurately outlines 
the main project 
and/or argument of 
the text 

The presentation is 
missing some key 
information: the 
main argument is 
misrepresented or 
some of the main 
arguments are not 
addressed

The presentation 
focuses too much 
(most time is spent 
just on summary) 
or too little (the 
presentation does 
not outline the 
main arguments of 
the text)
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Final Paper 

The presentation 
excellently 
addresses the 
historical context 
of the text when 
originally 
published 

The presentation 
excellently 
addresses the 
historical context 
of the text when 
originally 
published 

The presentation 
adequately 
addresses the 
historical context 
of the text when 
originally 
published 

Historical context 
is not addressed or 
inaccurately 
discussed

The presentation 
excellently outlines 
relevant 
biographical 
information about 
the author

The presentation 
excellently outlines 
key biographical 
information about 
the author

The presentation 
adequately 
outlines some 
biographical 
information about 
the author

The presentation 
inadequately 
outlines 
biographical 
information about 
the author

The presentation 
outlines the 
author’s main 
philosophical and/
or theological 
conversation 
partners

The presentation 
excellently outlines 
the author’s main 
philosophical and/
or theological 
conversation 
partners

The presentation 
adequately  
outlines the 
author’s main 
philosophical and/
or theological 
conversation 
partners

The presentation 
does not outline 
the author’s main 
conversation 
partners in the 
book

The presenter 
analyzes the 
sources’ use and 
characterization of 
Christian and/or 
philosophical 
sources

The presenter 
excellently 
analyzes the 
sources’ use and 
characterization of 
Christian and/or 
philosophical 
sources

The presenter 
adequately 
analyzes the 
sources’ use and 
characterization of 
Christian and/or 
philosophical 
sources

The presenter 
inadequately 
analyzes the 
sources’ use and 
characterization of 
Christian and/or 
philosophical 
sources

The presenter has 
prepared 
thoughtful, 
intriguing and 
engaging 
discussion 
questions related 
to the text

The presenter has 
prepared 
thoughtful, 
intriguing and 
engaging 
discussion 
questions related to 
the text

Discussion 
questions have 
been prepared, but 
could have used 
more thought so as 
to provoke an 
engaging 
discussion of the 
text

No discussion 
questions were 
prepared or the 
discussion did not 
remain focused on 
the text

10 —-9 
 points 

8——7 
 points

6——5 
 points

4———3 points 2–—-1  
point

The essay is on 
topic and answers 
the assigned 
questions

Excellent Good Poor

The student 
demonstrates the 
ability to develop a 
clear, concise, and 
original thesis 
statement

The thesis 
statement is clear, 
concise, original 
and compelling 

The thesis 
statement is clear 
and concise

The thesis 
statement could 
use improvement

The thesis 
statement is 
unclear, 
unoriginal, too 
narrow, or too 
broad for the 
assignment

The thesis 
statement is 
wholly inadequate 
or absent
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The student 
demonstrates the 
ability to support 
and develop the 
thesis through 
reasoned 
arguments in the 
body of the paper 

The student 
demonstrates the 
ability to support 
and develop the 
thesis through 
reasoned 
arguments in the 
body of the paper 

The thesis 
statement is 
supported and 
developed in the 
body, but key 
questions or 
logical holes 
remain

The thesis 
statement is 
weakly supported 
or developed

The thesis 
statement is either 
not supported or 
remains 
undeveloped in the 
body of the paper

The thesis 
statement is not 
supported or 
developed

The essay 
demonstrates 
good organization 
(with 
introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion)

The essay shows 
excellent 
organization

Overall, the essay 
is well argued and 
organized, but 
could use 
improvement

The organization 
of the essay could 
use improvement

The essay is 
missing one of the 
following: 
introduction, body 
or conclusion

The essay lacks 
organization and/
or is missing key 
elements

The student 
demonstrates 
critical thinking 
skills

The student 
demonstrates 
excellent critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates good 
critical thinking 
skills

The student 
demonstrates 
adequate critical 
thinking skills

The student 
demonstrates weak 
critical thinking 
skills

The student 
demonstrates poor 
critical thinking 
skills

The essay is free 
from grammatical 
errors

The essay is free 
from grammatical 
errors

The essay contains 
minimal 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay contains 
a few grammatical 
or spelling errors

The essay contains 
several 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay contains 
excessive 
grammatical or 
spelling errors

The essay 
demonstrates 
proper use and 
citation of sources 
(Chicago Style, 
see Chicago 
Manual of Style) 
in the body of the 
paper

The essay 
demonstrates 
proper use of 
sources to support 
and enhance the 
argument

The essay could be 
enhanced either  
with more 
summary in the 
student’s own 
words or more 
direct quotation

Reference to the 
work of another 
person is cited but 
with incorrect style

The essay contains 
either too little or 
too many 
quotations that are 
incorrectly cited

The essay contains 
improper use of 
quotation and/or 
does not cite 
sources properly 
(recall that 
plagiarism may 
result in failing the 
assignment, the 
course, or worse)

The argument  is 
well supported by 
at least 3 scholarly 
sources

The student has 
engaged at least 3 
scholarly  sources

The student has 
engaged the 
required number of 
sources but does 
not use them 
effectively to 
enhance the thesis

The student has 
engaged the 
required number of 
sources but 
misrepresents 
some of the 
author’s claims

The student has 
not done sufficient 
research and only 
engages 2 or fewer 
sources

The essay is 
written with 
inadequate 
research

The Bibliography 
is properly 
formatted and 
sources are 
properly 
documented (use 
Chicago Manual 
of Style)

Bibliography is 
properly formatted 
and sources are 
properly 
documented

Bibliography 
contains 1 or 2 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains 3 or 4 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains 5 or 6 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Bibliography 
contains excessive 
errors in 
formatting or 
documentation 
style

Paper is 4-5 pages 
long (double 
spaced, 12 point 
Times New 
Roman font, 
standard 1-1.5” 
margins)

Paper is 4-5 pages 
long (give or take 
1/2 a page)

Paper is more than 
1 page longer or 
shorter than 
assigned

Paper is more than 
2 pages longer or 
shorter than 
assigned

Paper is more than 
3 pages longer or 
shorter than 
assigned

Paper is 
excessively long or 
short 
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